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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


HEBDEN  ROYD  U.D.C. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

N.  E.  GORDON,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

N.  E.  GORDON,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

GLADYS  V.  BRADSHAW,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.Obst, 
R.C.O.G. 

Public  Health  Inspector — 

T.  W.  TINDALL,  A.R.S.H.,  M.S.I.A. 

WEST  RIDING  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Preventive  Medical  Services  : Health  Division  19. 

Staff  with  duties  in  the  Hebden  Royd  District: — 
Divisional  Medical  Officer — As  above  (M.O.H.) 

Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer — 

GLADYS  V.  BRADSHAW,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.Obst. 
R.C.O.G. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer — 

D.  S.  PICKUP,  L.M.S.S.A.,  M.B.,  B.S. 

School  Dental  Officer — 

Vacant. 

Health  Visitors — 

R.  I.  M.  SCHOLLICK,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

M.  LITTLE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

*c.  B.  DUGDALE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 
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Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor — 

*B.  G.  NICHOLL,  S.R.N. 

Mental  Health  Social  Worker — 

*E.  C.  WROE,  S.R.N.,  R.M.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Mental  Health  Home  Teacher  (Qualified) — 

*M.  H.  GRAHAM,  B.A. 

Midwives — 

*D.  SANDERSON,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.  (retired  30-9-58). 
*M.  DEMPSEY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Home  Nurses — 

*1.  COLLUMBELL,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 

*A.  M.  SCHOLLICK,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

* Also  have  duties  in  other  parts  of  the  Division. 

Senior  Divisional  Clerk — 

H.  MARSHALL,  A.C.I.S. 

Deputy  Senior  Divisional  Clerk — 

Miss  J.  SUTCLIFFE. 

Clerks — 

Miss  P.  Jackson,  Mrs.  M.  Redfern,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Sut- 
cliffe, Miss  B.  Marshall,  Miss  M.  J.  Crowther,  T.  Walton, 
R.  Wild  Miss  C.  Shann. 


HALIFAX  AREA  HOSPITALS  MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE 

Consultant  Staff — 

Chest  Physician: 

BERTRAM  MANN,  B.Sc.,  M D.,  D.P.H. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon: 

W.  O.  LODGE,  M.D.,  F.I.C.S.,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.) 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon: 

P.  M.  WOOD,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.O.M.S. 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon: 

G.  HYMAN,  M B..  F.R.C.S. 
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HERDEN  ROYD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


The  Abraham  Ormerod  Medical  Centre, 

Todmorden. 

December.  1959 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  twelfth  Annual  Report 
since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  of  Divisional  Health 
Administration.  Under  the  Divisional  Health  Scheme  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
for  the  West  Riding  County  Council’s  local  health  services 
and  has  similar  functions  in  the  Borough  of  Todmorden,  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Sowerby  Bridge  and  Ripponden  and  the 
Rural  District  of  Hepton.  The  scheme  has  led  to  a closer 
integration  of  local  authority  health  services. 

The  vital  statistics  for  1958  show  a further  decline  in  the 
birth  rate  to  11.7,  the  lowest  figure  for  many  years.  The 
death  rate  went  up  sharply  to  17.1,  largely  due  to  the  increased 
incidence  of  death  due  to  heart  and  circulatory  diseases  which 
this  year  account  for  half  of  the  total  deaths.  In  particular, 
it  is  noteworthy  that  deaths  from  coronary  disease  and  angina 
were  twice  the  figure  for  the  previous  year.  On  the  other 
hand  there  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  the  infant 
mortality  rate  and  once  again  there  has  been  no  maternal 
mortality,  facts  which  reflect  high  credit  on  the  standard  of 
care  received  by  mothers  and  young  children. 

The  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  in  1958  was  generally  low 
but  this  divisional  area,  unfortunately,  was  involved  in  a local 
outbreak.  The  number  of  cases  notified,  eleven,  has  only 
twice  been  exceeded,  in  the  epidemic  years  of  1947  and  1949. 
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Two  cases  occurred  in  the  Hebden  Royd  Urban  District.  The 
majority  of  the  cases  were  notified  in  the  summer  months  and 
at  that  time,  almost  exactly  half  the  children  under  the  age 
of  15  years  in  this  area  had  received  two  injections  of  polio 
vaccine.  Only  one  mild  case  occurred  in  these  children,  while 
ten  unprotected  children  contracted  the  disease,  some  being 
afflicted  with  extensive  paralysis.  Most  of  the  cases  were 
under  the  age  of  seven  years  and  one  cannot  emphasise  too 
strongly  the  importance  of  having  all  young  children 
vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis. 

Good  progress  has  been  maintained  in  the  poliomyelitis 
vaccination  campaign  and  late  in  the  year  the  age  groups 
eligible  for  protection  were  extended  to  include  young  adults 
and  a third  injection  was  made  available.  At  the  end  of  the 
year,  some  5,469  persons  in  the  Divisional  area  had  received 
two  injections  and  an  additional  1,056  had  received  three,  a 
total  of  over  14,000  injections  given  to  6,525  persons.  The 
position  with  regard  to  children  is  now  very  satisfactory  but 
the  response  from  young  adults  in  the  community  is  still 
disappointing. 

There  has  been  a gradual  expansion  of  the  facilities 
available  for  handicapped  school  children  in  the  district.  The 
number  of  places  in  residential  schools  is  increasing;  for  some 
years,  delicate  children  have  been  taken  to  Stile  Open  Air 
School  in  Todmorden,  and  now  a limited  number  of  places  for 
educationally  sub -normal  children  have  been  allocated  by 
Quarry  House  Special  School  for  West  Riding  children,  the 
result  being  that  local  children  in  need  of  special  attention 
can  attend  daily  by  taxi  instead  of  having  to  leave  home.  Also 
this  year  the  Halifax  Area  Hospitals  Management  Committee 
has  agreed  that  the  more  backward  children  who  do  not 
attend  school  could  go  daily  to  the  training  centre  at  Stansfield 
View,  Hospital,  Todmorden.  This  arrangement  is  now 
operating  and  is  much  appreciated  by  both  the  children  and 
their  parents. 

Slums,  in  the  generally  accepted  sense,  do  not  exist  in 
Hebden  Royd,  but  the  district  has  many  sub-standard  houses. 
With  few  exceptions,  however,  living  standards  are  reason- 
ably good  considering  the  facilities  available  and  are  a tribute 
to  the  industry  and  perseverance  of  the  householders.  Many 
of  the  oldest  and  most  congested  aras  can  only  be  considered 
for  demolition  and  this  year  the  Council  has  made  a limited 
start  with  its  clearance  programe  and  has  declared  two  blocks, 
sixteen  houses  in  all,  to  be  in  clearance  areas.  It  is  intended 
to  re -house  the  displaced  tenants  in  existing  Council  accom- 
modation but  further  clearance  will  be  dependent  upon  the 
rate  of  new  development. 
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In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  kindness,  patience  and  co-operation,  and  to 
thank  Mr.  Tindall,  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his  most 
willing  assistance  in  helping  me  to  tackle  the  numerous  prob- 
lems of  the  Health  Department. 

I am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

N.  E.  GORDON,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I 


Vita!  Statistics 

Statistics — 

Area:  7,084  acres  (Hebden  Bridge  Ward  476  acres. 
Mytholmroyd  Ward  6,608  acres). 

Population:  Registrar -General’s  estimate  of  Resident 
Population,  mid- 1958  9,690 

1951  Census  10,233 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  3,925 

Rateable  Value:  £90,487  (31-3-58). 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate:  £350  2s.  6d.  (31-3-58). 


Summary  of  Vita!  Statistics — 


Total 

M 

F 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Live  Births 

113 

51 

62 

Population: 

11.7 

Still  Births 

6 

1 

5 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  bir  hs 

50.4 

Total  Live  & Still  Births 

119 

52 

67 

Deaths  of  infants 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 
1,000  live  births: 

Under  1 year  (Total) 

2 

1 

1 

total  - 

17.7 

Under  1 year  (legitimate) 

2 

1 

1 

legitimate  - 

17.7 

Under  1 year  (illegitimate) 

— - 

— 

— 

illegitimate  - 

Nil 

Under  4 weeks 

2 

1 

1 

Nco-natal  Mortality  Rate 

17.7 

Percentage  of  total  live 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

7 

6 

1 

births 

6.2 

1 

i 

Maternal  Deaths  (associated 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

with  pregnancy  or  child- 

— 

— 

— 

per  1 ,000  live  & still  births  Nil 

birth) 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

All  Deaths 

166 

75 

91 

population 

17.1 
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CAUSES  OE  DEATH  IN  HEBDEN  ROYD  DISTRICT 


195$ 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  M.  F. 

1 Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 — 


2 Tuberculosis,  other  ■ — ■ 

3 Syphilitic  disease  i...  — 

4 Diphtheria  1 — 1 

5 Whooping  Cough  «...i — * 

6 Meningococcal  infections  — 1 

7(  Acute  Poliomyelitis  — < 

8 Measles  — * 

9 Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .......  — « 


10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  5'  1 

111  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  , 2 0 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  — * 1 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  — 1 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  8 4 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  1 — 

16  Diabetes  — — 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  9 19 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 22  15 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 2 

20  Other  heart  diseases  11  28 

21  Other  circulatory  diseases  2 3 

22  Influenza  — — 

23  Pneumonia  lj  1 

24  Bronchitis  j 1 3 


25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .. 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .. 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  


31  Congenital  malformations  > 1,  — 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  5 10 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  3 ,1 

34  All  other  accidents  — 2 

35  Suicide  2 — 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  — — 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  751  91 
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Principal  Vital  Statistics  tor  the  year  1958 

Based  on  Registrar  General’s  Figures 
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SECTION  II 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 


A.  Hospitals 

There  is  no  hospital  in  Hebden  Royd  district.  Patients 
requiring  hospital  treatment  are  referred  as  a rule  to  hos- 
pitals under  the  administration  of  the  Halifax  Hospitals 
Management  Committee  (National  Health  Service).  Included 
in  this  group  are  the  Halifax  General  Hospital,  Royal  Hali- 
fax Infirmary,  St.  John’s  Hospital  (for  the  aged  and  chronic 
sick),  Northowram  Hall  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases, 
Todmorden  Fielden  Hospital  (for  long  stay  medical  cases 
in  children),  and  Todmorden  Stansfield  View  Hospital  for 
mentally  defective  patients. 

Maternity  Beds  are  available  at  the  Halifax  General 
Hospital.  Priority  in  booking  is  given  to  abnormal  cases, 
mothers  expecting  their  first  child,  and  mothers  with  unsatis- 
factory home  conditions. 

Special  hospitals  (e.g..  Mental  Hospitals,  special  Ortho- 
paedic Hospitals,  Tuberculosis  Sanatoria,  etc.)  outside  the 
Halifax  area  are  available  when  required;  they  are  situated 
in  various  parts  of  the  so-called  “ Leeds  Hospital  Region  ” 
which  in  fact  extends  into  all  three  Ridings. 


B.  Ambulance  Service. 

The  County  Council  took  over  the  control  of  the 
ambulance  service  towards  the  end  of  1947.  The  area  served 
by  the  Todmorden  Ambulance  Depot  now  includes  Hebden 
Bridge  but  not  Mytholmroyd,  which  is  covered  by  the  Halifax 
Corporation  Ambulance  Service  under  an  agency  agreement. 
This  is  not  regarded  as  an  ideal  arrangement. 


C.  Laboratory  Facilities 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health)  at  central  laboratories  in  Wakefield  and 
Bradford  and  by  the  Regional  Blood  Transfusion  Service  at 
Leeds. 
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D.  Issue  of  Anti-Toxin,  etc. 

Supplies  of  diphtheria  and  tetanus  anti -toxin  are  avail- 
able at  the  Northowram  Hall  Hospital  and  the  Royal  Hali- 
fax Infirmary  for  issue  to  medical  practitioners  requiring 
them.  By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  sup- 
plies of  tetanus  anti-toxin  are  also  kept  at  the  Divisional 
Health  Office,  The  Medical  Centre,  Todmorden,  for  the  use 
of  medical  practitioners  in  the  division.  A supply  of 
reagents  for  diphtheria  and  whooping-cough  immunisation 
is  also  available  free  of  charge  to  private  practitioners  who 
have  undertaken  to  participate  in  the  West  Riding  County 
Council’s  schemes  of  immunisation.  Poliomyelitis  vaccine 
is  also  issued,  as  available,  in  accordance  with  approved 
arrangements. 

SECTION  III 

W.R.C.C.  Preventive  Health  Services 

A.  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

PITT  STREET  CLINIC,  HEBDEN  BRIDGE.— The 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  here  every  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday  afternoon  wifh  a doctor  in 
attendance,  together  with  the  Health  Visitors,  and  an  Ante 
Natal  Clinic  similarly  staffed  was  held  every  Tuesday  morn- 
ing. The  School  Clinic  was  held  every  Wednesday  morning 
and  was  attended  by  a doctor.  Sunlight  clinics  were  held 
every  Monday  afternoon  and  Thursday  morning. 

SCOUT  ROAD  METHODIST  SUNDAY  SCHOOL.— 
Dr.  T.  M.  Crawford  attended  the  Maternity  and  Child  Wel- 
fare Clinic  at  Mytholmroyd  on  alternate  Wednesday  after- 
noons. 

B.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

HEBDEN  ROYD  ANTE  NATAL  CLINIC 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  during  the  year  137* 


Total  number  of  attendances  744* 

HEBDEN  ROYD  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  during  year  396* 

Total  number  of  attendances  ,,...  4304* 

HOME  VISITING  OF  INFANTS 

Total  number  of  live  births  to  Hebden  Royd  mothers  113 

Number  of  first  visits  to  children  under  1 year  103 

Total  number  of  visits  to  children  under  1 year  1370 


Total  number  of  visits  to  children  aged  1 — 2 years  ...  1026 
Total  number  of  visits  to  children  aged  2 — 5 years  ...  1086 
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*These  figures  include  mothers  and  children  who  reside  in  the 
Hepton  Rural  District  but  attend  the  clinics  in  Hebden  Royd. 

PROVISION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS,  ETC. 

National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Orange  Juice,  etc., 
are  distributed  at  the  Centre  and  a variety  of  brands  of 
dried  milk  and  other  infant  foods  are  sold  at  the  Child  Wel- 
fare Centre  for  the  convenience  of  mothers. 

DAY  NURSERY  ACCOMMODATION 

Priority  cases  from  the  Hebden  Royd  area  may  be 
admitted  to  the  Nursery  at  Todmorden 
CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS 

Special  equipment  and  nursing  staff  are  available  for 
use  in  the  homes  in  cases  requiring  them. 

PROVISION  OF  MATERNITY  OUTFITS 

These  are  provided  free  to  mothers  preparing  for  con- 
finement in  their  own  homes. 

C.  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 
Midwifery  Service 

The  West  Riding  County  Council  employ  two  full-time 
midwives  in  the  Hebden  Royd  area.  One  nurse  is 
responsible  for  the  work  in  the  Hebden  Bridge  and 
Hepton  districts;  the  other  nurse’s  area  covers  the 
Mytholmroyd,  Luddenden  Foot  and  Midgley  districts, 
etc. 

Number  of  confinements  at  home  58 

Number  of  confinements  in  hospital  55 

Analgesia 

The  midwives  are  trained  in  the  administration  of  gas 
and  air  analgesia  and  provided  with  the  necessary 
equipment.  Analgesia  is  available  to  all  mothers  desiring 
it,  subject  to  satisfactory  medical  examination. 

Home  Nursing  Service 

There  are  two  full-time  Home  Nurses  working  in  the 
Hebden  Royd  Urban  District.  Their  areas  are  similar 
to  those  worked  by  the  two  midwives. 


D.  Health  Visiting 

The  duties  of  the  Health  Visitor  are  combined  with 
those  of  School  Nurse.  In  pursuance  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  the  scope  of  this  service  includes  home  visiting 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  children 
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and  persons  (including  adults)  suffering  from  illness,  and  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  The  Health  Visitor  also  gives 
advice  in  the  home  as  to  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infection. 

E.  Home  Helps 

The  recruitment  of  suitable  women  to  be  Home  Helps 
again  proved  to  be  difficult.  During  1958,  62  cases  were 
attended  by  Home  Helps,  and  the  total  number  of  hours 
worked  was  7,583  as  compared  with  6,111  hours  the  previous 
year. 

In  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
the  County  Council  provide  domestic  help  for  households 
“ where  such  help  is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any 
person  who  is  ill.  Hying -in,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally 
defective,  aged,  or  a child  not  over  compulsory  school  age.” 

Of  the  62  cases  attended  in  1958,  Home  Helps  were  pro- 
vided for  the  following  reasons: — 53  aged  and  chronic  sick, 
9 maternity. 


F.  Care  and  After  Care 

Special  provisions  are  in  operation  for  the  care  and 
after  care  of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  mental 
illness  or  defect,  venereal  disease,  and  other  illnesses. 


G.  School  Health  Service 


Number  of  schools  in  the  district  8 

Number  of  children  in  attendance  at  school  at  end  of 

1958  1928 

Number  of  children  examined  at  school  during  1958...  861 

this  figure  being  made  us  as  follows: — 

Routine  examinations  666 

Re-examinations  195 

Number  of  above  children  referred  for  treatment  36 


H.  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

In  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough,  and 
vaccination  against  smallpox  may  be  done  either  at  the  clinic 
or  by  the  family  doctor. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Number  of  children  in  Hebden  Royd  who  had  completed  a 
full  course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  1958 


Age 

Began  and 
completed 
Injections  1958 


0-1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

46 

38 

• 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  85 


Immunised  in 

| 

13 

1 

previous  years 
re-treated  1958 

* • 

1 

20 

8 

19 

2 

9 

Total  64 


Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population 

Number  of  Children  in  Hebden  Royd  who  had  completed 
a full  course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  at  any  time  to 

31-12-58 


Age 

at  31-12-58 
.e.  born  in  year 

Under 

1 

1958 

1 

1957 

2 

1956 

3 

1955 

4 

1954 

5 to  9 
1949-53 

1 0 to  1 4 
1944-48 

Total 
under  15 

No  immunised 

9 

75 

80 

66 

79 

535 

650 

1494 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 

Number  of  Children  in  Hebden  Royd  who  had  completed 
a full  course  of  whooping  cough  immunisation,  1958 


Age  at  final 
injection 

Under 

6 mths 

6 mths  to 

1 year 

1-2  yrs 

2-3  yrs 

3-4  yrs 

Total 

No.  immunised 

— 

50 

21 

1 

— 

72 

14 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a course  of 
whooping  cough  immunisation  at  any  time  before  31-12-58 


Age  31:12:58 
i.e.j  bom  in  year 

Under  1 

1958 

1 

1957 

2 

1956 

3 

1955 

4 

1954 

5-9 

1949-53 

Total 

No.  immunised 

9 

106 

.uKJSwa.L 

56 

32 

38 

85 

326 

During  the  year  there  were  5 notified  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough.  None  of  the  children  concerned  had  completed  the 
full  course  of  immunisation. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

During  the  year  94  persons  were  vaccinated  against 
smallpox.  Of  this  number  57  were  infants  under  the  age  of 
one  year. 


SECTION  IV 

Infectious  Diseases 


Summary  of  Notifications  received  in  year  1958 

Total  Cases 

Disease  Notified1 


Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  cough  

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Measles  

Diphtheria  

Dy  sentry  

Meningococcal  infection  ... 

Acute  pneumonia  

Smallpox  

Acute  encephalitis  

Enteric  or  typhoid  fever 

Paratyphoid  fevers  

Erysipelas  

Food  poisoning  

Puerperal  pyrexia  

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  . . 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 


1 

5 

2 

81 

4 


i 


7 
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Tuberculosis 

The  following  table  gives  at  a glance  the  position 
regarding  tuberculosis  in  Hebden  Royd  in  1958: — 


Respiratory 

M F Ttl. 

Non-Resp- 
M F Ttl. 

Ttls. 

No.  on  Register  on  1st  Jan.  1958 

32 

29 

61 

5 

5 

10 

71 

No.  first  notified  during  1958 

4 

3 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

No.  of  cases  restored  to  register 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  cases  entered  in  Register  other  than 

by  notification 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

No.  removed  from  register  during  1958: — 

(a)  Died 

2 



2 

1 

— 

1 

3 

(b)  Removed  from  district 

3 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

(c)  Recovered 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

No,  remaining  on  Register  31.12.58 

32 

31 

63 

4 

3 

7 

70 
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HEBDEN  ROYD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
Year  ending  December  31st,  1958 


To  the  Chairman  .and  Members  of  the 
Health  and  Waterworks  Committee 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  ninth  report  as 
your  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent, 
very  belatedly,  I fear,  due  in  some  measure  to  my  protracted 
illness. 

It  may  be  thought  by  some  that  reference  to  events  so  far 
in  the  past  cannot  serve  any  useful  purpose,  but  it  is  never  a 
wast  of  time  to  pause  and  remind  ourselves  of  the  achieve- 
ments— and  the  failures — of  the  past  years. 

The  spate  of  new  legislation  eased  off  considerably  during 
1958,  much  to  the  relief  of  your  somewhat  harassed  officials. 
The  only  important  new  provision  is  contained  in  Section  3 of 
the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  which  requires  every  local 
authority  to  carry  out  a review  of  slaughtering  facilities  in 
the  district,  having  regard  not  only  to  existing  needs  but  also 
to  probable  future  requirements.  This  review  will  be  the 
subject  of  comment  in  a future  annual  report. 

The  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations,  1958, 
came  into  operation  on  the  first  of  June.  It  is  these  regula- 
tions and  Section  1 of  the  Clean  Air  Act  which  will  govern 
our  future  action  in  relation  to  industrial  smoke.  They  do 
not  appear  to  be  a very  great  advance  on  the  powers  previously 
contained  in  the  Council’s  Byelaws. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  a start  has  been 
made  on  the  slum  clearance  programme,  even  if  only  in  a 


17 


small  way.  During  the  year  two  small  areas  totalling  19 
houses  were  represented  and  Clearance  Orders  made  by  the 
Council.  These  Orders  now  await  the  Minister’s  decision. 

The  weight  of  salvage  collected  and  sold  once  again 
shows  an  increase,  mainly  of  waste  paper;  sale  of  some  other 
materials  showing  a slight  decrease.  Difficulties  occurred 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  in  the  disposal  of  light  metal 
scrap  and  it  would  appear  that  the  demand  for  this  material 
has  come  to  an  end,  at  any  rate  for  the  time  being.  Whether 
the  market  will  recover  is  extremely  problematical. 

Purchase  of  the  tip  site  has  been  completed  and  the 
Council  has  now  full  control.  A number  of  improvements  to 
the  site  are  envisaged  for  future  years. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  tendered  to  Dr.  Gordon,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  help  and  advice  always  so 
readily  given;  to  my  clerk,  Mrs.  Naylor,  who  has  taken  quite 
a load  from  my  shoulders  by  her  first-class  organisation  and 
efforts;  and  to  the  other  chief  officials’,  of  the  Council  for  pro- 
viding certain  statistics  and  information  from  their  records  for 
inclusion  in  this  report. 

Finally,  may  I say  how  much  I appreciate  the  interest 
and  support  of  yourself,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Health  Committee. 

1 remain,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOS,  W.  TINDALL,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I., 

Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district 3925 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  1958: 

(a)  by  the  local  authority  — 

(b)  by  private  builders  . ...  4 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  1958  — 

Number  otherwise  ceased  to  be  used  as  dwellinghouses  7 

Water  Supply 


Water  is  obtained  from  Halifax  Corporation  and  distri- 
buted by  the  Council.  There  are  also  many  houses  still 


obtaining  their  water  from  private  sources. 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  on  public  supply  3208 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  not  on  public  supply  714 


Sewerage  and  Drainage 

No  extensions  or  improvements  were  carried  out  to  the 
Council’s  sewers  during  the  year. 

There  still  remains  some  450  houses  not  connected  to  a 
public  sewer,  of  which  number  approximately  50  are  drained 


to  septic  tanks  and  filters  or  to  cesspools. 

Closet  Accommodation 

Total  number  of  closets  in  the  district 4427 

Number  of  privies  with  covered  middens  3 

Number  of  pail  closets  257 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  12 

Number  of  water  closets  4155 

Fail  closets  converted  to  water  closets  in  1958  7 

Additional  closets  installed  during  1958: 

(a)  for  old  property  26 

(b)  for  new  houses  4 

Percentage  of  closets  on  water  carriage  system  93.85 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Summary  of  Inspections  made!  during  the  year 

Nuisances  i 401 

Dwellinghouses  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  189 
Drainage  110 
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Places  of  entertainment  2 

Atmospheric  Pollution: 

Smoke  observations  i 6 

Recording  instruments  262 

< 268 

Offensive  trades  5 

Water  supplies  4 

Infectious  diseases  < 36 

Common  lodging  houses  , 2 

Moveable  dwellings  1 


Food: 

Food  inspection  183' 

Food  shops  18' 

Catering  establishments  8 

Butchers  1 

Ice  cream  dealers  ■ 16 

Fish  fryers  3 

Preserved  food  premises 2 

Milk  and  dairies  4 

Market  2 


Factories  and  Workplaces: 

Factories — mechanical  10 

Factories — non-mechanical  5 

Outworkers  5 

Factory  fire  escapes  , 11 


Rodent  control  

Disinfections  

Interviews  with  owners  and  contractors  on  site 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  

Salvage  


237 


31 

8 

1 

128 

55 

8 


1486 


Samples  taken: 

Water:  Bacteriological.  Chemical. 

Public  supplies — — 

Private  supplies  5 — 

PI  u mbo -solvency  — 6 
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NUISANCES  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  during  the  year:  82. 

Informal/  Statutory 

Notices  outstanding  31st  December,  1957  22  2 

Notices  served  during  1958  110  10 

Notices  complied  with  in  1958  98  6 

Notices  outstanding  at  31st  Dec.,  1958  34  6 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT 

New  dustbins  provided  65 

Dampness  of  walls  remedied  1 

Defective  drains  repaired  , 4 

Defective  drains  re-laid  2 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  , 3 

Sink  and  bath  waste  pipes  repaired  3 

Leaking  skylights  repaired  , 1 

Leaking  roofs  repaired  , 1 

Leaking  downspouts  repaired  2 

Leaking  eaves  gutters  repaired  7 

Defective  plasterwork  renewed  1 

Obstructed  gullies  cleared  1 

Water  supply  cisterns  repaired  2 

Additional  water  closets  installed  26 

Additional  wash  basins  installed  11 

Additional  baths  installed  11 

Additional  urinals  installed  1 

Defective  water  closets  repaired  3 

Privy  conversions  7 

Adequate  supply  of  water  provided  2 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  3 

Abatement  of  nuisances  2 

Outbuildings  repaired  1 

Decayed  floorboards  renewed  1 

Yard  paving  repaired  1 

New  drains  laid  1 


HOUSING 

1 Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  district  3925 

2 Number  of  houses  included  in  above: 

(a)  Back-to-back  410 

(b)  Single  back  < 338 
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3 Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  Unfit  Houses  Elsewhere: 


Number  of  houses  included  in  Representations 


made  during  the  year: 

(a)  In  Clearance  areas  « 19 

(b)  Individual  unfit  houses  > 11 


A.  Mouses  Demolished 
In  Clearance  Arears 


DISPLACED 

MOOSES  during  year 

DEMOLISHED.  Persons.  Families. 


(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human 

habitation  — * 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of 

bad  arrangement,  etc < — 1 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 
Section  43(2)  Housing  Act,  1957  — - 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas: 

(4)  Asa  result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Section  17(1) 
Housing  Act,  1957  — 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses 

certified  unfit  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  — - 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habita- 

tion where  action  has  been  taken 
under  local  Acts  — 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfit- 
ness Orders  — * 


B.  Unfit  Houses  Closed 

N umlb  er 

(8)  Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1), 

and  35(1),  Housing  Act,  1957  11  20  5' 

(9)  Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26, 

Housing  Act,  1957  — — - — 

(10)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 

Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957  — — — 

C.  Unfit  house®  made  fit  and  houses 
in  which  defects  were  remedied 

By  Owner.  By  Local  Authority 

(11)  After  informal  action  by  local 

authority  19  — 
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(12)  After  formal  notice  under: 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts  4 — 

— i — (b)  Sections  9 and  16,  Housing 

Act,  1957  — — 

(13)  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act, 

1957  — — 

D.  Unlit  Houses  in  temporary  use 
(Housing  Act,  1957) 

Number  of 
separate 
dwellings 
Number  of  contained 


houses. 

in  Col.  1 

Position  at  end  of  year 

0) 

(2). 

(14)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

(a)  Under  Section  48  

Nil. 

Nil. 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2)  

Nil. 

Nil. 

(c)  Under  Section  46  

Nil. 

Nil. 

(15)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 

Sections  34  or  53  1 1 


E.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement 

(16)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 
those  included  in  confirmed  Clearance 
Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
purchased  in  the  year  Nil  Nil 

4 Number  of  families  rehoused  during  the  year  into 
Council-owned  dwellings: 

(a)  Clearance  Areas,  etc.  2 

(b)  Overcrowding  1 

5 Rent  Act,  1957 

(a)  Number  of  certificates  of  disrepair  granted  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  undertakings  to  execute  repairs 


given  by  owners  to  the  local  authority 5 

(c)  Number  of  certificates  of  disrepair  can- 
celled   None 


6 Overcrowding 

Overcrowding  does  not  form  a major  problem  in  the 
district. 

7 New  Dwellings 

Number  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  the  year: 


(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  , Nil 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  / 2 
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8 Grants  for  conversion  or  improvement  of  housing 
accommodation. 

Formal!  Number  of 

applications  Applications  dwellings 
received  approved  completed 
during  year  during  year  during  year 


Number  of 
dwellings 

(a)  Conversions  (the  number 

of  dwellings  is  the  num- 
ber resulting  from  com- 
pletion of  the  work)  ...  Nil 

(b)  Improvements  Nil. 


Number  of 
dwellings' 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


9 Advances  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  or  constructing 
houses:  None. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


Drains  tested  for  defects  / 2 

Drains  found  to  be  defective  7 

Defective  drains  repaired  2 

Drains  re-laid  3 

New  branch  drains  examined  and  tested  22 

Drains  found  to  be  obstructed  3 

Drains  traced  to  outfall  3 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  2 

Drains  opened  and  inspected 1 

Defective  sewers  repaired  ^ ■ 1 

Defective  septic  tanks  found  . . . v I 

Premises  found  to  be  without  proper  drainage  1 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Observations  at  Re  da  ere  Sewage  Works,  Mytholmroyd 

(Corresponding  figures  for  1957  are  shown  in  brackets) 


Total  Solid  Atmospheric 

Deposit  Sulphur 

Rainfall  (tons  per  (mams,  per 

(mms.)  sq.  mile)  1,000  sq.cm.) 

January  112  (95)  15.8  (13.31)  32.5  (17.5) 

February  125  (90)  12.36  (13.17)  17.5  (37.9) 

March  40  (69)  9.16  (14.15)  12.1  (18.9) 

April  29  (6)  10.31  (8.66)  9.5  (9.2) 
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May  

June  

July  

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


124/ 

(34) 

15.56 

(10.98) 

12.1 

(11.8) 

123 

(37) 

19.03 

(12.43) 

6.7 

(9.5) 

98 

(100) 

15.63 

(16  27) 

5.9 

(6,5) 

92 

(139) 

13.85 

(17.38) 

7.5 

(11.7) 

112 

(123) 

17.32 

(15.8) 

8.6 

(8.8) 

115 

(164) 

15.97 

(13.88), 

4.5 

(12.8) 

33 

(57) 

6.94 

(9.16) 

13.1 

(17.3) 

123 

(119) 

14.22 

(16.31) 

24.6 

(30.7) 

Smoke  Nuisances: 

Number  of  observations  of  factory  chimneys  6 

Number  found  to  be  emitting  smoke  in  excess  of  Byelaw' 

maximum  1 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  1 


WATER  SUPPLIES 
Results  of  Examination  of  Samples: 


Bacterological 

Chemical 

No.  of 

Satisfac- 

Uu-satis- 

No.  of 

Satisfsc- 

Unsatis 

Samples 

tory 

factory 

Samples 

tory 

. 

factory 

Private  supplies 

5 

3 

2 

Public  supplies 

— 

— 

6 

6 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Cases  investigated: — 

Scarlet  fever i 2 

Sonne  dysentery  - 11 

Faeces  specimens  submitted  to  laboratory  22 

Premises,  bedding,  etc.,  disinfected  , 2 

Number  of  library  books  disinfected  32 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


Number  on  register  .. 
Number  of  inspections 


1 

2 


FOOD 


Food  Inspection 

The  following  tables  show  the  numbers  of  animals 
inspected  and  the  quantities  of  food  condemned. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

(excluding 

Cows) 

Cows 

only 

and 

Calves  Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  inspected  ........ 

...  435 

227 

6 

1425 

749 

Whole  carcases 
condemned: 

Tuberculosis  only  ... 

..,  1 

— - 

— - 

— 

— 

Cysticercus  Bovis  ... 

...  — ' 

— • 

— 1 

— 1 

Other  diseases  

1 

j 

— 

h 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned: 

Tuberculosis  only  ... 

..,  17; 

37 

— < 

— - 

14 

Cysticercus  Bovis  ... 

...»  4 

8, 

— * 

101 

84 

Other  diseases  

...  99; 

54 



Percentage  of  carcases 
inspected  infected  with: 

Tuberculosis  only  .... 

...4.14 

16.3 

— - 

— ■ 

1.87 

Cysticercus  Bovis  .... 

..  .92 

3.52 

— « 

7.16 

11.88 

Other  diseases 

..22.99 

23.79 

— * 

Weight  of  Food  Condemned: 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs.  Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Meat  and  offals  

. 1 

8 

1;  16 

0 

Food  in  containers: 

Meat  and  meat  products  31 
Fruit  and  vegetables  ...  41 
Fish  and  fish  products  ...,  8 

Milk  and  milk  products. . . 3 

83 

1 box  fish  cakes  

lQ  fowls  

Fish  f 

Udder  j 


3. 

1 


15 

8) 

4 

2 


9 

6 

12 

4 


2 

1 12 


0 

2 


18 

24 

11 

16 


0 

0 

0 

0 

15 
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Food  Hygiene 


Type  of  Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Number  of 
contraventions 
Found 

No.  of 
notices 
serve  i 

Number  of 
contraventions 
Remedied 

Catering 

Establishments 

36 

7 

4 

4 

Food  Shops 

74 

14 

4 

2 

4 

Bakehouses 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Butchers’  Shops 

14 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Markets 

1 

3 

2 

— 

1 

Food  Hawkers 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Factories 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  Fryers 

10 

3 

2 

1 

2 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

163 

■ — 

— 

— 

School  Canteens 

5 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Preserved  Food 


Type  of  Trade 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

No.  of 

contraventions 

No.  of 
notices 
seived 

No.  of 

ccntrventions 

Remedied 

Sausage  Making 
Potted  and 

9 

2 

1 

— 

1 

preserved  Meat 

2 

'' 

1 ' 

1 1 

Ice  Cream 


No.  on 

■ 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Register 

Inspections 

contraventions 

notices 

served 

contravention 

Remedied 

Manufacturers 

1 

2 

— — 

- - - 

Retailers 

30 

12 

4 

2 

4 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Number  of  distributors  on  register,  31st  December,  1958  6 

Number  of  dairies  on  register  3 1st  December,  1958  ...  1 

Number  of  licences  in  force  at  31st  December,  1958: — 


Tuberculin  tested  

Pasteurised 

Dealers  Supplementary 

4 3, 

4 5 3 

Sterilized  

3 1 

FACTORIES,  WORKPLACES  AND  SHOPS 


Factories 


Number 

Number  of 

Prosecutions 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Writt’n  N’tic’s 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6,  are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

5 

5 

— 

— 

(2)  Factories  (not  included  in 
(1)  above)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  Local  Authority 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outwork- 
ers’ premises). 

132 

10 

— 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

•— 

TOTAL 

138 

15 

— 

— 

Premises  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Defects 


Want  of  cleanliness  

Overcrowding  

Unreasonable  temperature 

Inadequate  ventilation  

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences : — 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork). 


Total 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

4 

3 

— 

1 

1 1 

mmrnmt 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

— 

2 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 


Outworkers: 

Total  number  of  outworkers  employed  by  firms  in 

district  44 

Number  of  above  residing  in  district  , 27 

Number  of  outworkers’  premises  inspected  , 5 

Number  of  contraventions  found  — 


Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire: 

Certificates  in  force:  Number  of  factories  , 60 

Factory  fire  escapes  inspected  11 

Number  found  to  be  inadequate  or  not  properly 
maintained  1 


28 


Number  -of  notices  served  requiring  alterations  on 


improvements  1 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  2 

Number  of  amended  certificates  issued  3 

Number  of  certificates  issued  for  new  factories 1 

Shops  Act: 

Number  of  shops  on  register ,...  41 

Number  of  inspections  made i — 

Number  of  contraventions  found  — 


HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBERS 

Number  on  register: 

Ladies’  Hairdressers  7 

Hairdressers  and  barbers  7 

Number  of  inspections  made / — 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Type  of  premises 

Found  to  be 

Treated 

Number  of 

Notices 

served 

Notices 

inte 

Rats 

stea 

Mice 

by  Rodent 
Operative 

Rat 

Proofing 

complied 

with 

Dwellinghouses 

7 

4 

11 

— 

— 

PvsGnP'js  Premises 

7 

. 

7 

1 

1 

Agricultural  Property  

1 

_ 

1 

Local  Authority 

(excluding 

houses) 

1 

1 

Total 

15 

5 

20 

1 

1 

SEWERS 


TESTING 

TREATMENT 

Total  No. 

No. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

manholes 

No.  of 

No.  of 
complete 
‘takes’ 

of  Manholes 

Tested 

‘takes’ 

treated 

‘takes’ 

Hebden  Bridge 

170 

20 

4 

13 

2 

1 

Mytholmroyd 

190 

20 

. 

1 

4 

" 1 

1 ' 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Quantities  of  refuse  collected  and  tipped: — 


Loads 

Bins 

Domestic  refuse  ... 

1571 

— 

Night  soil  

t 178 

— 

Trade  refuse  

Ill 

1 3252 

1 860 

13252 

1 1 i 

COOT  OF  SERVICE 

The  following  figures  are  calculated  from  information 
supplied  by  the  Financial  Officer  and  are  for  the  financial 
year  ending  3 1st  March,  1958. 

Expenditure:  £ s.  d,  £ s.  d. 

Collection- 

Wages  and  insurance  4940  3 10 

Transport  2671  16  4 

Buildings  and  Equipment...  77  17  8 

Miscellaneous  138  2 5 

7828  0 3 

Disposal — 

Wages  and  Insurance  596  0 4 

Roads,  Equipment,  etc.  ...  19  1 8 

* 615  2 0 

Salvage- 

Wages  475  16  8 

Equipment  49  15  11 

— * 525  12  7 


Gross  Cost  £8968  14  10 


Income: 

Trade  refuse  •• 
Tipping  charges 

Salvage  

Miscellaneous 


Total  nett  cost  £7079  15  3 


Nett  cost  per  load  £3  16  \\ 


. 104  16  9 
. 182  18  Q 
.1587  4 5 
. 14  0 5 

— 1888  19  7 
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SALVAGE 


Year  ended  3 1st  December,  1958 


Material 

Weight 

Tons  Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Income 
£ s.  d. 

Waste  paper:  mixed 

179 

0 

3 

1065 

1 

01 
“ 2 

fibre-board 

37 

6 

0 

279 

14 

Ferrous  metal 

7 

7 

2 

29 

10 

0 

Non-ferrous  metal 

16 

1 

61 

10 

0 

Light  Scrap 

14 

s 

0 

60 

2 

8 

Textiles 

6 

17 

1 

69 

12 

0 

Total 

245 

10 

3 

1565 

11 

5 

31 
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